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Have you ever seen the janitors bring in 

poster paper with a bunch of words on it? Or 

have you ever seen your teacher have word 

lists hung up on their board or wall. Those 

are the academic word lists. The idea came 

from an educational consultant named Amy 

Benjamin. These lists put together words 

that are frequently used on state exams. 

The frequencies of these words are high and 

if students hear them, use them, and under-

stand their meanings, they’ll most likely 

improve their academic reading and test 

taking skills.  FHS English teacher Ms. Val-

letti says she only sees benefits. Every 

grade level in the Freeport school district is 

working with the lists at the same time. 

There are ten lists and a schedule for each 

list. Every two weeks, the list changes. We 

will go through all ten lists twice this year. 

These lists are incorporated into lessons by 

making them apart of do now activities. 

Some teachers even have kids act out the 

words, like charades.  Roseanne Hylton, a 

junior at FHS, uses the words in French 

class.  She “defines the words and uses 

them in a sentence.”  Christian Blackwood, 

a junior, added “In English we have used 

the words when we are writing our quick 

writes.” Words in these lists are found by 

combing through academic tests. The words 

they find are the ones that frequently ap-

pear. These words will be extremely useful 

in life and highly applicable in everyday 

discussion. 

 

The Freeport school district has enforced a 

plan to provide every student who attends 

any of the schools in Freeport with a 

Chromebook tablet. According to Mr. Antho-

ny Murray, the District’s Director of Math 

and Computer Technology, Freeport is 

working to “create seamless instructional 

environments in which teachers and stu-

dents can easily select and utilize technolo-

gy devices for learning, collaboration, criti-

cal thinking and creativity. This includes 

new opportunities for English Language 

Learners and Students with Disabilities to 

better leverage technology for improvement 

and support. The addition of interactive 

boards, IPADS, and chrome-book laptops 

will move the District to an 1:1 device to 

support student ratio.” They will be main-

tained with a one year warranty and this 

idea started with a technology plan being 

put into place during the 2016-2017 school 

year. The rollout of the chrome books is part 

of the first phase of the District’s three year 

instructional technology plan. Students are 

fond of the new idea and some may argue 

that in the future, this can affect their com-

munity by making schools go paperless.  

A Route to the Future with Chromebooks 
Christian Blackwood 

Peace in the Fall 
Yasmin Marine  

Did you know you could take 

credits with you to SUNY 

schools? Well you can. If you’re 

a junior and are taking U.S His-

tory then you are entitled to 3 

college credits. With the Farm-

ingdale credits, now if you have 

reduced lunch the cost will only 

be $70.00, and if you don’t then 

it’ll cost you $140.00. Compare 

that to how much you’d have to 

pay for those credits in college. 

It will be a difference of hun-

dreds of dollars wasted when 

you could’ve just taken it here in 

high school. Farmingdale State 

College is providing it, but you 

don’t necessarily need to go to 

that school in order for the cred-

its to be accepted; those credits 

are accepted and open to any 

SUNY school you want. In order 

for you to keep those credits you 

must keep an average of 75% or 

higher in that class. U.S History 

isn’t the only class that gives 

you this opportunity.  Some 

electives provide you with these 

credits as well, such as Business 

and Personal Law.  

On Saturday, September 17th the Freeport 

community had its first Fall Peace March. 

This event came to be to commemorate the 

Spring Peace March in May 2016, where 

students and faculty members walked 131 

miles over a 30 day period. The one in May 

was a kick-off, so they just moved the deci-

mal point over, making it 13.1 miles and 

covering all of that in one day. The May 

Peace March was a walk which was held 

every single day for a whole month, “a more 

mental and physical challenge, and life 

changing” comparing the one in October 

which was for only one day. The Fall Peace 

March was to honor Gandhi, whose birthday 

is on October 2nd. During this walk the 

community had to walk 13.1 miles in total 

in just one day. It was divided into three 

sections, from one school to the next. It be-

gan at Archer Street School at 7:30 a.m. 

where Dr. Kuncham made a small motiva-

tional speech to all of the Freeport faculty 

and community, including teachers, parents, 

students, and grandparents. They made 

loops and turns on their way to their first 

stop, which was Bayview Avenue School, 

where they completed 4.2 miles. There they 

rested, and some faculty members brought 

snacks and water bottles for the volunteers. 

The group began their second walk at 9:30 

a.m. at Bayview Avenue and ended at New 

Visions, completing 4.5 miles, in total 8.7 

miles. The last walk started at 12:00 p.m. at 

New Visions School and finished back at 

Archer Street School, completing the 13.1 

miles. Why do we have a Peace March?  “To 

promote peace throughout our community. 

To recognize our students as active and pos-

itive role models in our community and to 

foster goodwill and awareness to all,” said 

FHS Assistant Principal Mr. Mille. The 

Spring March might not happen again till 

two to three years from now, because if we 

do it every year then it loses its significance. 

College Credit at FHS? 
Yasmin Marine  Congratulations  

Long Island 

Football  

Champions! 
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From the Desk of the Editor 

It's "college season" in Freeport High School (and basically every other high school in the United States). Seniors are 
frantically trying to finish their common apps, draft their college essays and do some last-minute cramming for the 
SATs. And juniors like myself are finally starting to see the giant boulder swinging over our heads. Some students en-
joy the pressure--thrive off of it even--but for others, the anxiety and exhaustion that comes with being an upperclass-
men can make high school a less than desirable point of our lives. I am part of the latter faction. Questions like: “Can I 
really handle the four AP classes that I signed up for?” and “I'm only in seven after school activities, will colleges still 
think I'm under-qualified?” begin to swirl around your brain. Stress has become a main ingredient in our already un-
healthy diet. Although I think it's good to have a certain amount of stress in your life-- it gives you motivation--I find 
myself questioning how much stress is necessary and when it will end. Will it ever be considered too much in the am-
bitious minds of our nation?  
 In America, the "land of opportunity," you will find that some people have adopted the “only the strong survive” 
mentality; unfortunately, having to be the best and prove your greatness is associated with that ideology.  It has even 
trickled down into our education system. Every high school/college wants to be renowned for having the best educa-
tion and producing the most notable alumni. Countries as a whole strive to have the highest-ranking education 
amongst the 34 OECD (Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development) countries when taking the PISA 
(Program for International Student Assessment) exam. This ongoing race to be the best prompts a certain aggression 
within the education system, standardized tests being one example. Students in New York begin taking standardized 
tests as early as middle school; in seventh and eighth grade they are introduced to the testing system with the NWEA 
examination. When they think it's all finally over, they enter high school and realize that they have to take at least one 
regents for all their major courses. Students need 3 science credits, 3 math credits, 4 social studies credits, 4 English 
credits and 1 foreign language credit. If you don't complete the regents exam for these classes you won't receive the 
credit--without these credits you aren't allowed to graduate high school. Colleges also greatly consider how well stu-
dents scored on the SAT, ACT, PSAT, etc. when they are looking at college applications.  
 Another more infamous example would be the implementation of common core into our curriculum. It has 

caused one of the largest uproars in our education system. Many parents were outraged when they received this in-

formation, and had their children opt out of the tests. Despite all of this testing and pressure in schools, the U.S. re-

ceived average or below average scores on the PISA exam. The U.S is currently ranked approximately 27th in math, 

17th in reading, and 20 in science. Doesn't these this testing seem pointless? I would say so.  

 For reference, South Korea has one of the most successful education systems in the world; they score in the 

top (or close to) on international test scores such as the PISA. However, it doesn't come without a price. South Kore-

an students go to school from nine a.m to five p.m, and most students afterwards attend private school from five p.m 

to ten p.m. That's thirteen hours of school, more than two times the length of an American school day. South Korean 

schools take testing very seriously and there is a lot of pressure put on the students to do well on them. Education al-

so plays a major role in social life in South Korea. Students and parents are judged based off of what colleges the 

child attends and parents spend a good portion of their income for their child's education.  Now let's take a look at Fin-

land, which   is also ranked exceptionally high and has maintained a high ranking for the past few years by different 

means. Several decades ago Finland's achievement level was fairly low, so the government decided to implement 

new reforms. One example would be a mainly public-based education, meaning there are only a small number of pri-

vate schools compared to public. This promotes equal education for almost all. Also, teachers were given acceptable 

wages and are regarded highly throughout the country (as one would regard a doctor or lawyer in the U.S.). Finnish 

students don't take standardized test nearly as often as American students do and only have about one major stand-

ardized test a year. This is an idea that most American students can only dream of.  

 Based on these two examples I think it's obvious which model most people would choose. Personally, I lean 

toward Finland--a system where students are educated based on individual goals and priorities, and not to look good; 

a system where you aren't pressured to prove your value through high grades and superficial success.  

Is  the Amer ican Educat ion System Too Compet i t ive?   

Freeport High School’s newspaper, Flashings, is a limited public 

forum of, by, and for the students.  Communication with the stu-

dent body is one of our main priorities.  All copy will be written 

with integrity, awareness and sensitivity on the part of the student. 

All submitted material will be reviewed by the editors and advisor.  

Any material that is found to be obscene, libelous and disruptive to 

civic order will not be published.  Material cannot be prohibited be-

cause it criticizes the school policy or practice.  The views expressed 

in their publication do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the 

editors, advisors or administration. 



Age is Just a Number but Talent is Talent 
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Homecoming Changes 

VeAnce` Washington                                                                                                              

On the first week of Oc-

tober, Homecoming and 

Spirit Week occurred in 

our school. We started 

off with Spirit Week for 

the seniors, where many 

people dressed up each 

day with very interest-

ing costumes. During 

this week, each class 

has to design the stair-

case for the homecoming 

competition. But this 

year, there was a 

change of rules. For one, 

only juniors and seniors 

could run for homecom-

ing court. So if you were 

a freshman or sopho-

more and you wanted to 

run, you would have to 

wait another year or 

two. Second off, the 

staircase had to have 

the “Freeport Pride” 

theme and the classes 

had to make a banner 

showing school spirit for 

the Homecoming pa-

rade. These were very 

significant changes from 

last year. For example, 

last year all classes 

could run for homecom-

ing court and the stair-

case competition was 

very amusing since 

there wasn’t a specific 

theme, so all classes had 

very creative ideas with 

diverse and interesting 

themes.  According to 

one student, last year’s 

rules were better than 

this year’s. They liked 

how all classes could’ve 

run for homecoming 

court and there was a 

winner for each class. 

They also liked the dif-

ferent ideas and dis-

plays of the staircases. 

Selina Marciano said, 

“There’s more things to 

create and do if there 

isn’t a specific theme.” A 

student from the class of 

’19 added, “I don’t think 

it’s fair because home-

coming isn’t just for sen-

iors and juniors; it is 

also for the freshman 

and sophomore class, 

and denying them the 

opportunity to run isn’t 

fair.  Each class should 

have a winner. I asked a 

couple of other students 

what they would change 

about homecoming.  A 

majority of people said 

they want to have a 

homecoming dance. 10th 

grader Jada Curry said, 

“We shouldn’t let fresh-

men run for homecom-

ing court.  I like how 

homecoming turned out 

last year; everyone was 

able to run, the stair-

case competition was 

amazing, and the pep 

rally was really fun.” 

She added, “If we had a 

homecoming dance it 

would be even better.”  

Many students did not 

like the change of rules 

and liked how it was 

last year. HOCO 2016 

had changes and it had 

negative and positive 

reactions. Maybe the 

students will determine 

how homecoming will be 

next year.  Will we have 

a dance? Will all classes 

be able to run for home-

coming? We will see 

next year at homecom-

ing 2017. 

Christian Blackwood 

     On Friday October 28th, selected stu-

dents participated in the 4th season of Free-

port Idol. In its 4th year since its genesis, 

the competition has never failed to disap-

point, kept students on their feet and al-

lowed the contestants to express themselves 

vocally. Many were surprised that this was 

the first year a freshman student actually 

won the competition, beating out strong 

contenders and even students who have 

participated in the competition before. The 

winner was chosen based on texting a spe-

cific code with a given number, and also by 

the judge’s critiques. Hailey, a sophomore 

and one of the contestants, described the 

experience as “nerve racking but fun experi-

ence.” During the day, the participants sang 

in between lunch periods and the students 

supported their favorites and also their 

friends. The hosts were Christina Morris 

and Mr. Warner. In the end it was Sincere 

Williams who took up home the grand prize 

of $150 and won first place. Myles Carter 

was runner up, and a duet by Michael Des-

sir and Mikayla Willocks won the second 

runner up.  

Operation Splash 
Kayla Johnson    

On September 25th, twenty-five students from Freeport 

High School went to Splash HQ to create peace sculp-

tures from trash.  Operation Splash is a non-profit, all 

volunteer organization committed to making the quali-

ty of life on Long Island shores better.  Hand picking 

trash from mostly Freeport waterways, Splash volun-

teers have collected over 2,000,000 pounds of trash 

over the past two decades. Along with trash in water-

ways, they have also collected marine debris and navi-

gation hazards from bays and beaches. The peace 

sculptures were first displayed at the high school in 

the main lobby.  They will then make their way to the 

Freeport Recreation Center, and after that they will be 

displayed at the Nautical Mile.  The art students are 

very happy Splash asked them to participate in this, 

for they had a very fun time.  Art teacher and coordi-

nator for this project, Mrs. Jocelyn Rodriquez-McShan, 

said, “Students enjoyed themselves and liked giving 

back to the community of Freeport.”  The annual 

Splash education program is teaching thousands of 

students about the importance of our South Shore Bay 

and all the challenges it faces. Cleaning our local Free-

port waterways is very important, Splash knows it and 

now Freeport High School.                        
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Lyndsay Barthe 

FHS Welcomes New Teachers 

Walking for a Cause 
Jada Lowe 

 

Graceful Melodies 

Marcus Brodsky  

Many students from FHS attend the cancer 

and autism walks, which are held at Jones 

Beach. The walks help raise money for the 

patients, and bring people together.  This 

year the district and community raised 

$8,895.6.  Many people do not have a family 

history of autism, and they believe there 

won’t be a cure for autism. Also, people 

don’t think that vaccines are the cause of 

autism in people. Autism is worse in boys 

than girls, and it is believed that peo-

ple who have autism had it passed 

down biologically. Many people stated 

that someone they know has autism, 

and this affects them because they 

would have to watch them often and 

change their lifestyles.  

 Many people have a family his-

tory with cancer and think there will 

be a cure to all types of cancer later, 

when we have a better 

understanding with tech-

nology. Cancer affects both 

boys and girls, and depending 

on the type of cancer, can be 

caused by daily activities and 

hereditary factors. Many peo-

ple said that someone they 

know has cancer, and this 

affects them because it’s sad 

to watch someone go through 

that. Doctors believe that technology and 

daily activities are causes of cancer and au-

tism. FHS Assistant Principal Mr. Mille 

said, “It’s great for high schools to do these 

fundraisers.”  Clearly, fundraisers are the 

best way to raise money, and all high 

schools should do them for cancer and au-

tism. 

Have you ever thought of making your own 

school club or group? Well, that is exactly 

what Freeport High School senior Christina 

Morris decided to do in May, 2016. Christi-

na decided to make a string orchestra group 

consisting of herself and four other 

talented musicians: Amber Saint 

Joy, Daisy Abello, Marcus Brodsky, 

and Hayley Matthew. Now there are 

nine members in the group, includ-

ing her. Christina decided to name 

the group Graceful Melodies, playing 

music from centuries ago to new 

modern compositions that you would 

hear every day. Within its first five 

months, Graceful Melodies per-

formed three times for various Free-

port music events.  While interview-

ing Christina Morris, I was able to 

get the inside scoop as to why she 

decided to make a group and what influ-

enced her to start one.  

 Christina was influenced by another 

successful musician during that time who 

also created his own vocal group. Christina 

stated that she wanted to “leave an impact 

on the school for the younger incoming mu-

sicians.” She claims that she was nervous 

about asking her peers to join a group that 

didn’t exist yet because she didn’t know if 

other students wanted to play anything be-

yond what we do in class. However, Christi-

na was ready to get the group started, meet 

together, and buy the music in order to per-

form. When I asked Christina, “Why music 

and what makes music important to you?” 

she said, “Throughout history, people used 

music to come together during times of need 

and depressions in the past.” she also 

stated, “It is the emotional attach-

ment to music that makes me addict-

ed to performing.” Christina has said 

that “being a leader of an ensemble is 

not about how the leader plays, but 

about how the leader is capable of 

making the group come together and 

make the students work hard enough 

to want to sound better together.” 

Christina believes that performing 

should be a “very graceful activity,” 

which is where the name Graceful 

Melodies comes from. She wants her listen-

ers to describe the group’s sound as none 

other than “graceful.”  

Wonderful women have been an addition to 

our Freeport family of educators. Students 

and faculty members have welcomed these 

outstanding ladies into FHS. It’s always 

good to see new faces at FHS and we em-

brace you with open arms. Many of you are 

wondering who exactly these cool cats are.  

Ms. Salerno, an English teacher, enjoys 

jamming to the early morning radio before 

starting her day teaching her English 9 

class, or even creating alluring crafts and 

handmade wreaths. She hopes to create a 

new club which contributes to the Freeport  

community by collecting toiletries for shel-

ters, school supplies for the less fortunate 

or even participating in various fundraises. 

Ms. Escaldi, a math teacher, is awesome; 

she genuinely values her students and un-

derstands the amount of stress we encoun-

ter when it comes to school and maintain-

ing a normal social life. She makes her 

classroom a relaxed environment and even 

uses IPADS to allow us to practice. She is 

ultimately the perfect person to adjust into 

any situation, and teaching a co-taught 

class requires skill.  She also has interest in 

starting a club which also contributes to our 

community.  Ms. Salerno and Ms. Escaldi 

would be great candidates to start a new 

club. 

 Ms. Maglione has many hobbies such as 

playing the guitar, watching Netflix, hang-

ing out with family and friends, and music. 

She teaches Geometry, and her favorite 

thing about teaching is the unique and vari-

ous ways to find the answer.   By having an 

energized work attitude she always makes 

sure to set high standards for her students. 

Ever wonder what your teacher’s spirit ani-

mal is? Well, Ms. Salerno relates herself to 

a beautiful butterfly, not only for its vibrant 

colors but to symbolize her transition to a 

new beginning at FHS.  Ms. Escaldi, a true 

chameleon, can truly adjust to any given 

situation, which is especially important in 

teaching an inclusion class. Ms. Maglione 

relates herself to a cute koala bear for her 

love of sleep.  That’s a great spirit animal 

which relates completely. We welcome you 

all welcome to the Freeport family! 
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Be Cool and Get Social After School 
Jennifer Perez 

School clubs are a great way to meet new 

people, get new experiences, and get more 

extra-curricular activities to fill up your 

college resume. FHS has plenty of clubs to 

fulfil anyone’s interests. From fashion to 

business, you just need to find the best fit 

for you. Interested in business and travel? 

Why not join DECA? Meetings are held eve-

ry Thursday in room 110, and they work 

together in challenging competitions and 

travel around the country.  Interested in 

acting? Audition for the school musical. 

This event is held in April, auditions are 

usually in January or February and re-

hearsals from March until the day of the 

musical. The musical has many other roles 

offered as well, if you’re not interested in 

acting. There is a stage crew who handles 

all the stage equipment, AV/Lighting han-

dles the audio and lights, costume commit-

tee takes care of the accessories and cos-

tume design, and finally the pit plays the 

musical’s soundtrack.  

 Do you like to film, write, act, video 

edit or direct? Join Video club! The club 

meets every Tuesday in room 214; it’s run 

by Mr. Addiego and they are invited to 

many school events for free in order to film 

school debates, the fashion show, senior 

banquet and many more. Want to give back 

to the community? Then International Am-

bassadors Club would be the right fit for 

you. Always participating in community 

events such as the harvest festival or donat-

ing care packages to those in need, Interna-

tional Ambassadors Club is always looking 

for new members. Find Ms. Richardson for 

more information. Want to be a journalist? 

If so, write for this paper! Meetings are held 

in room 242 on Tuesdays and Thursdays 

with the advisors, Ms. O’Hara and Mr. Far-

rell.  You are able to write for our school 

newspaper, Flashings, you you get to com-

pete in competitions with schools from 

across Long Island. These are only a few 

clubs offered in the high school. There are 

many, many more.  Just visit your guidance 

counselor for the complete list of clubs.   

Roseanne Hylton                                                                                           

A key part of deciding which college to at-

tend is finding a good fit, and the only way 

to get more information on a college is to 

visit in person. Of course, visiting colleges 

may not be possible for everyone. To solve 

this problem, Freeport High School's 21st 

Century program has managed to provide 

students with an opportunity to visit and 

explore colleges by hosting a college tour. 

There is a wide range of diverse colleges vis-

ited by those who attend the college tour. 

Some of these include SUNY schools, state 

colleges, major and private universities, and 

even historically black colleges, which give 

students a feel for history since they were 

created to improve the level of education 

available for African Americans in the 

South. According to FHS teacher Ms. Dick-

ens, the initiator of this program, “the pur-

pose of the college tour is to increase college 

awareness and to provide students with an 

opportunity to visit a wide range of colleges 

so that they are able to make an informed 

decision at the conclusion of the decision 

making process.”  

 To help students make an informed 

decision, a lot of information is provided to 

those students who go on the college tour. 

College representatives provide information 

on academics, the kinds of scholarships 

available, the student population, study 

abroad programs, and financial aid to stu-

dents on the college tour.  Because of all the 

valuable information provided to those stu-

dents who go on the college tour, the pro-

gram believes that it is important for a stu-

dent to attend at least one college tour be-

fore making their college decision. Even 

though the college tour may seem like seri-

ous business, a couple of exciting activities 

are scheduled for the students to ensure 

that they have a memorable experience. For 

example, on the most recent college tour, 

students were scheduled to visit the famous 

Niagara Falls, and they also went to Dave 

and Buster’s. Ms. Dickens said the program 

is currently working to go on a “dream col-

lege tour” in which students will have a 

chance to visit distant colleges in states such 

as Georgia, Florida, and even California at 

an affordable price. This program hopes to 

continue and expand in the future so that 

they can make the decision making process 

easier for students when they are looking at 

colleges.   

College Tour: Getting Ready for the Next Step 

How do you look for a part time job in Free-

port? In Freeport most jobs that high school 

teens look for are usually anywhere they 

can get hired. Some places that hire stu-

dents are BJ’s, Compare Foods, McDonalds, 

CVS, Walgreens, The Rec Center, and 

many other local businesses. For a student 

looking for a job it’s difficult since most jobs 

have many job requirements.  Most busi-

nesses require workers to be 16 or older. 

Also, students have schoolwork while hav-

ing a job. Most places like the Nautical Mile 

would hire most people during the summer 

since it is the busiest time of the year, but 

once fall comes most stores are closed down 

for the season. In recent news there was an 

issue that happened on the Mile at one of 

the restaurants.  Since this incident it has 

been a bit stricter on the Mile. The jobs are 

harder to get; the easiest way to get a job is 

by having connections with people that 

work there. So when you’re applying make 

sure you have a well-organized resume, 

positive attitude, and reliable references 

that will guarantee you the job you are 

aiming for. 

Getting Hired in High School 
Katherine Cardoza                                                                                 
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Maya Brown 

Global Citizens Festival Takes Action 

 

As you know, the presidential election has 

ended and the people of the United States 

are in frenzy. Many support Donald Trump, 

while others support Hillary Clinton. I was 

able to obtain the opinions of students and 

staff at FHS and noticed that many favored 

Clinton over Trump. Several of the stu-

dents feel disappointed and disgusted with 

the people of the United States and how 

they “let these two fools make it.” Others 

are “pro Hillary all the way,” and are able 

to connect with her policies and find inter-

esting qualities they like. They admire the 

fact that she supports women’s rights, 

Black Lives Matter the fact that she has 

political experience puts icing on the cake. 

Although they favor Hillary, they did find 

some qualities to like in Trump. They like 

that he’s knowledgeable about the business 

world and very charismatic. However, they 

fear that with Trump as president, the 

country will be divided and the term “Make 

America Great Again” will be ironic.  

 In contrast, some of the staff mem-

bers were able to give an intellectual and 

political view on the presidential election. 

Some of these members establish them-

selves as independent voters but tend to 

favor Democrats. They believe there is “a 

lot more to government than a bumper 

sticker,” meaning that Republicans tend to 

keep things short and won’t focus on one 

problem before moving on to something else 

(Trump). They like the fact that Democrats 

give a “lengthy explanation” and “take a 

closer look and hold back” on their tax mon-

ey. Even though the majority of the people 

wanted Clinton to win, America had a dif-

ferent decision and chose Donald Trump. 

They chose a businessman over a politician.  

Amber Saint Joy 

An Election Plot Twist 

9/11 was an emotional, terrible, unbelieva-

ble, tragic terrorist attack. Imagine just 

living a normal day, watching television, 

and all of a sudden everything stops. The 

channel you were watching changes to a 

live streaming of planes flying into build-

ings. 

You’re 

watching 

this hap-

pen on TV 

and you 

begin to 

feel emo-

tional. You 

start 

thinking, 

“Where is 

this taking place?” You began to rack your 

brain trying to think why this place looks 

so familiar. Then you realize it’s the twin 

towers. You realize your relative or even a 

friend works there. You’re calling their 

phone and you’re not getting an answer. 

You automatically get a gut feeling that 

won’t go away. You start panicking. As you 

continue to watch the live footage you hear 

people screaming, see people jumping out 

of windows. You see thousands of people 

trying to help each other. Did 

you imagine how tragic that day 

was?  

 Now, many students 

weren’t even born yet in 2001, 

when the attacks happened.  So 

do you believe there should still 

be assemblies and remembrance 

of that day after the year of 

2016? I interviewed a few peo-

ple that wanted to remain 

nameless.  One said, “ There should still be 

assemblies and remembrance because 9/11 

was a major, tragic horrible experience for 

America. Those who weren’t born should 

still know what happened throughout his-

tory.” In journalism students were asked to 

write about the 9/11 assembly they attend-

ed. Many of them knew of 9/11 but never 

saw footage, or heard people talk about it 

that were involved in that day. But since 

that as-

sembly 

many 

received 

a new 

aspect of 

life. They 

also real-

ized 

what other people had to experience before 

they were born and realized what they are 

going through now possibly isn’t as bad as 

what other people went through on 9/11, 

2001. 

Kanaja Shorter 

Fifteen Years Later—A 9th Graders Tale 

48,000 people around you. Central Park, 

girls screaming, lights flashing, guys hold-

ing girls on their shoulders. These are all 

normal things you would see at a concert, 

but this wasn’t just any concert. This was 

the Global Citizen Festival, which had 

amazing performers like Rihanna, Kendrick 

Lamar, Demi Lovato, Usher, Ellie Goulding, 

Chris Martin, Metallica and more. You’re 

probably thinking this event cost a grand 

amount, but to go all you had to do was be-

come a global citizen and care enough to do 

something to better YOUR WORLD. If you 

want to go to a free ticketed event in Cen-

tral Park for you and a friend next summer- 

keep reading.  

Global Citizen is a community of 

people who want to learn about and take 

action on the world’s biggest challenges. 

This organization is a social action platform 

for a global generation that wants to solve 

the world’s biggest challenges by taking ac-

tion. Over a million people have pledged 

and became global citizens, completing 

emails, tweets, petition signatures and 

phone calls targeting world leaders. These 

tasks, though they seem small, can make a 

huge difference by people working and join-

ing together to be heard. To be entered into 

a drawing for concert tickets, you simply 

have to become a global citizen and do a cer-

tain amount of tasks that will not only get 

free tickets for you and a friend, but will 

lead to a global change.  

Ahead of the Global Citizen Festival 

2016, members around the world took more 

than 1.3 million actions over three months 

to secure commitments to achieve the Glob-

al Goals for Sustainable Development, ac-

countability and delivery of several commit-

ments made in the past on Global Citizen 

platforms, and push forward 5 campaigns 

on which further action is needed to ensure 

world leaders keep their promises to citi-

zens. Together, these commitments and an-

nouncements are worth $1.9 billion, and are 

set to reach 199 million people. To be a part 

of those 1.3 million actions means you 

helped solve problems associated with girls 

and women, health, education, finance and 

innovation, food and hunger, water and san-

itation, the environment and citizenship. 

Become a global citizen now and next sum-

mer you can be a part of those 1.3 million 

actions- while getting free tickets to one of 

the year’s biggest concerts! 
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Stereotypes Among High School Students  
Maya Brown 

Are you African-American and have heard 

“Your hair is not real,” or “You must love 

watermelon”? Are you Hispanic and have 

heard “Cut my grass for me,” or “You’re 

Mexican, right?” Are you Caucasian and 

have heard “You probably can’t dance 

right?” or “So when are you going to bring a 

gun to school?” These are the racial stereo-

types you hear every day in high school. 

Stereotypes can be found for every ethnici-

ty, and while they have been proved to be 

hurtful and oppressive, they also have been 

the source for a good deal of humor and par-

ody.  

 Let’s start with African Americans. 

One of the most common stereotypes is 

“African Americans are good at basketball.” 

Statistics show the largest percentage of 

NBA players are African Americans, but 

this doesn’t mean that every African Ameri-

can knows how to shoot a basketball or 

dribble it either.  The sport of basketball is 

a skill or a hobby, not a genetic marker for 

all African Americans. “Black people love 

watermelon, Kool-Aid and fried chicken.” 

Watermelon, Kool-Aid and fried chicken are 

all delicious foods and drinks that are en-

joyed by all ethnicities, not just African 

Americans. Yes, fried chicken is a southern 

food and is mostly made in black homes, but 

it has been brought to other cultures and 

enjoyed by them as well. Lastly, free black 

people grew, ate, and sold watermelons, and 

in doing so made the fruit a symbol of their 

freedom. This was a political purpose, not 

another genetic marker for African Ameri-

cans.  

 Next, let’s talk about Hispanics. 

One stereotype is that all Hispanics have 

crossed the border. Hispanics in the United 

States did not all cross the border and are 

not all illegal. Many Hispanics are immi-

grant workers who have work visas, or they 

come to the U.S. legally, and proceed 

through the proper channels in order to live 

and work in the US permanently. Most His-

panic high school students are naturally 

born American citizens, who just have His-

panic culture in them. “Go cut my grass” is 

not only rude to say as an order, but ignores 

the fact that not all Hispanics are lawn-

mowers or gardeners. Hispanics can be law-

yers, doctors, police officers and business 

men and women. Usually, when they come 

to the US as immigrants they seek jobs, and 

the gardening business is always seeking 

workers, so immigrants who don’t have a 

degree usually fit the job. Clearly, not all 

Hispanics mow lawns or clean houses; it's 

just the availability of jobs that are offered 

to them.  

 Let’s move on to Asians. One of the 

most heard stereotypes for this ethnicity is 

“All Asians are geniuses.” Western coun-

tries perceive Asians as mathematical geni-

uses who can calculate and solve problems 

in the blink of an eye. There is some truth 

in the idea that Asians have demonstrated 

superior scores on math examinations, but 

this doesn’t mean that they all have very 

good mathematical knowledge. Also, Asian 

parents are considered relatively strict, con-

stantly nagging their children. The Asian 

parents are not assumed to be liberal about 

letting their kids go partying with friends, 

and instead would ask them “Have you 

studied yet?” Asians are cultured in a way 

that they are always made to stress more on 

studies and the traditional learning meth-

ods help them score brilliantly .With this 

way of life, they can out stand the western 

traditional learning methods and their stu-

dents as well. Asians are not all only fo-

cused on school, and are not all brilliant 

math geniuses; they just come from a differ-

ent culture. 

 Lastly, let’s speak about whites. 

One of the most common stereotypes among 

this ethnicity is “White people have no 

rhythm and can’t dance.” In movies and TV 

shows, whites are afflicted with jerky mo-

tions and a lack of rhythmic abilities. The 

reality is this may be true for some, but it’s 

not because of their race, but because they 

simply lack the skill to dance. Also, it could 

be more the result of listening to bad music 

than the absence of physical capabilities. 

Music that you can dance to consists of an 

upbeat rhythm & a repetitive pattern. If 

you aren’t listening to this type of music, it’s 

going to be harder to dance to it. “When are 

you going to bring a gun to school?” Now, 

this is just nonsense. Curiously absent are 

pictures of black people with guns, and sta-

tistics say mostly white people are captured 

with guns for ads and commercials. Alt-

hough white individuals made up 69.2% of 

arrests for crimes in 2011, black men still 

account for the majority of the prison popu-

lation, and are more than six times as likely 

to be incarcerated as white men. But these 

facts do not mean only white people shoot 

up schools, and it is not something that can 

define the white race. People shouldn’t 

judge a whole race just on a couple of mis-

takes people of that race did in the past.  

 Basically, don’t stereotype people 

because of their race- or really for any rea-

son. People can be who they want to be de-

spite what their culture says they are, and 

they can chose to be who they want. Think 

next time before you stereotype someone 

because that person may one day become 

your President. 
  

 

Keyli Martinez                                                                                                                     

There have been rumors and talk about how 

corporations are taking over many of the 

public school districts. Well, those rumors 

are very much true; in the last couple of 

years many school districts have been taken 

over. Many of their reasons could be with 

the fact that they will probably get a lot of 

money, and it’s good for business. The corpo-

rations take over the schools once they see 

that the public schools are failing and clos-

ing; that’s when the corporations open the 

door to privatization. In the last 10 years the 

number of charter schools has gone from 

2,500 to 6,000, a huge increase. This growth 

is very much due to schools needing to fix 

things around the school.  That’s when the 

money comes in handy, but these corpora-

tions are not doing good for the students be-

cause this is stopping them from critically 

thinking.  

 Commercialism in schools can di-

rectly harm students, and marketing sodas 

and candy undermines nutrition curricu-

lums, according to Alex Molnar, lead author 

of a report and professor at the University of 

Colorado, Boulder. He says, “The goal of it is 

to become more integrated into the pattern 

of everyday school life, so it’s hard to tell 

where the advertising begins and ends. 

These businesses are there for the kids? No, 

they’re not. They’re there for themselves, to 

make money.” He is right; it does sound like 

the corporations are just really there for the 

benefit of their business and brands.  The 

only benefits the school will have out of all of 

this will be that they will have money to re-

build around the school 

and have more money 

than they usually have. 

The only way to let stu-

dents know that they 

are doing business with 

the right corporations is 

by informing them about 

how it will affect their 

schools and education, 

and what would happen 

if the corporations were 

to leave them at some 

point in the future. It’s 

not just about informing 

the students and getting 

them involved, but it’s 

also about getting the 

parents involved be-

cause this does affect 

the future of their chil-

dren. If they care enough about them they 

will get involved and help out and make the 

right choices in choosing the corporations 

that will help their schools. 

Corporations Taking Over? 

Sticks  by TJ 

Tobias Hall 
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This season Freeport High School’s football 

team has been outstanding, dominating 

Nassau County for almost 

the whole season and fi-

nally reclaiming the title 

of Long Island Champs on 

November 25, 2016. The 

Red Devils started off the 

season strong with a win 

against East Meadow (42-

40) and kept the momen-

tum going until their face-off with Farming-

dale. After a fair fight, Farmingdale walked 

away with the win (20-31). However the loss 

didn’t discourage the team as they went to 

the playoffs 

against Un-

iondale (56-23), 

Baldwin (26-21), 

and Farming-

dale once more. 

“The air was 

electric,” said 

one Freeport 

supporter about 

the game. The 

Freeport march-

ing band, blaring tunes from AC/DC, led the 

crowd in chants and praises, helping the 

team with a kind of energy on the field in 

the final moments of the game. The stands 

could’ve been described as “pure Freeport 

pride.” “[The win] was great. It was a good 

team win,” said number 58 

Savion Dewar. Freeport 

won the game by twenty 

five points (53-28). Good 

game indeed. 

            Then Freeport went 

on to the final game against 

William Floyd. The team 

spent the week preparing 

for the game with long practices and lots of 

hard work. “It was a very focused week.,” 

said Dewar. “The team really worked hard 

together.” All that hard work really did pay 

off. 

            Upon arriving at the 

game you could feel the nerv-

ous energy coming from both 

crowds. “Confidence was high 

among the team,” said Isaiah 

Louder, number 65. As the 

game progressed, the team’s 

confidence and performance 

grew. The crowd was on their 

feet for those last, aching 16 

seconds, cheering on the team 

and counting down the clock. When 

time was up the crowd went wild. People of 

all ages, races, and Freeport backgrounds 

stood for the team as they ran to receive 

their tro-

phy. 

“Winning 

[that 

game] 

was the 

best feel-

ing I’ve 

ever had,” 

said 

Louder. The last time Freeport had won the 

Long Island championships was 2009 and 

2010. On November 25, 2016 the Freeport 

Red Devils football team brought home a 

truly inspiring trophy which will forever be 

a symbol of 

teamwork, 

sportsman-

ship, and 

pride. In 

case it was-

n’t clear, 

Freeport won 

the Long Is-

land Cham-

pionships 

against Wil-

liam Floyd 

(28-14). “The best part of this season was 

playing with the team and winning,” said 

Dewar. 

Our Freeport Pride 
Maggie Robinson   

Off the Blocks and Down the Pool 

Sports 

When the Olympics come around 

every four years, we as Americans always 

remember certain names.  Michael Phelps, 

Gabby Douglas, Simone Biles, and even 

Ryan Lochte are among those Olympians 

who we idolize as athletic gods come the 

summer Olympic season.  However, once the 

Olympic torch is put out they again fade into 

the background, waiting to emerge into the 

spotlight once more. At the 2020 Olympics in 

Tokyo, Japan three new Olympians - already 

beating the competition locally at swimming 

competitions such as Divisions at Eisenhow-

er Park - could be joining their ranks, and 

they’re students here in Freeport.   

One of those girls is Shannon Wel-

come, a sophomore at FHS with a blunt yet 

humorous personality. Shannon has been 

swimming competitively since she was nine 

years old and is now on two swim teams, our 

own girls’ varsity and Long Island Express, 

better known as Express to most swimmers. 

With two practices a day five days a week 

after school, she doesn’t have much time to 

do homework or hang out with friends. “I 

don’t have [a social life], that’s the point,” 

she said.  Shannon barely even has time to 

do schoolwork during the week. Her week-

ends usually go the same way, with meets in 

the mornings and more homework, yet she 

does it all anyway. Why? The Olympics. “I 

want to be an Olympian,” Shannon said.  

All her hard work really does pay off, 

though. Shannon’s best events are the 200 

Freestyle - with a time of 1:54:14 - and 500 

Freestyle - at 5:06:00. The 200 Freestyle is 8 

laps across the pool and the 500 is 20. Most 

people think they can easily do what she 

can, but fail to realize that this means non-

stop swimming for 20 laps. Without the 

proper training or stamina this could take 

any common swimmer up to 15 minutes to 

complete. Shannon gets it all done with the 

support of her parents and coaches. “My 

mom keeps me in check. She makes sure I 

always know what I’m doing before a race 

and everything,” Shannon said. “And my 

dad just wants to make sure I’m doing well 

all the time by giving me suggestions to 

swim my best. They balance it out.” To top it 

off, Shannon’s Express coach Rob Ortof con-

stantly pushes her and all the other swim-

mers to make sure they’re doing their best 

and then some. “He’s not a softie,” Shannon 

said, “and he doesn’t take any nonsense.” 

Right after being interviewed, Shannon 

went to swim in the 200 Freestyle event 

against some of the fastest swimmers in 

Nassau County and swam her way to first 

place. She described winning in just one 

word, “Awesome.” 

Hanna Modni is currently a student at Dodd 

Middle School, but that doesn't disqualify 

her from being on the Girls’ Varsity Swim 

Team here at FHS. Hanna has been swim-

ming for as long as she can remember and 

joined her first swim team when she was 6. 

Right now, she’s on four different teams in-

cluding the girls’ varsity, Freeport PAL, 

Bethpage PAL, and Bethpage USA. Like 

Shannon, Hanna has practice every day and 

has to balance between her homework, 

friends, and other sports. This might seem 

like a lot to ask of a seventh grader, but 

Hanna has some important plans for her 

future in swimming. “My biggest role model 

is Michael Phelps. He’s the fastest swimmer 

in Butterfly and my best stroke is Butterfly. 

I want to beat his time.” Besides beating 

Michael Phelps at what he does best, Hanna 

wants to make it to the Olympics. Whether 

it’s Tokyo 2020 or wherever the Olympics 

are in 2024, expect to see Hanna Modni’s 

name.  

Hanna’s sister Josa is also looking to 

break some records in the future. Josa is a 

freshman at FHS but she isn’t new to varsi-

ty. This year was Josa’s third year on the 

team. Like her sister, Josa also participates 

in the Freeport PAL swim team in the sum-

mer and Bethpage USA throughout the 

year. Swimming for so long has given Josa 

Olympic sized dreams since she was young-

er. “When I was little I really wanted to go 

to the Olympics. Right now I really want to 

focus on getting the team to states before I 

graduate and breaking a few records,” Josa 

said. Overall, Josa’s time puts her close to 

breaking those records. Her best event is the 

100 Breaststroke with a time of 1:17:07, and 

Josa also competes in the Freestyle Relay 

and Medley Relay events for breaststroke 

alongside Hanna, Shannon, and Anaiya Cor-

reia. Together they create a winning relay 

team, often bringing victories to the Free-

port team.  

These girls push the envelope for 

swimming on their teams daily and all their 

hard work really pays off. Swimming is often 

overlooked by the students in most high 

schools and some even refuse to believe it’s a 

sport at all. The hard work these girls put 

into their very real Olympic sport would put 

others to shame. “I’m very proud to be their 

coach and watch their success grow in their 

events, and I can’t wait to see them all back 

next year for an even bigger and better sea-

son,” said girls’ varsity swim team coach 

Carole Murphy. We all can’t wait to see 

them on the Olympic stage. 

Maggie Robinson   


